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Section 1: BACKGROUND  
 

In the April 2004 State of the Union address, President George W. Bush 

called for all Americans to have an electronic health record (EHR) within 

a decade. At the same time, through an Executive Order, the Office of 

the National Coordinator for HIT (ONC) was established. Following its 

inception, the ONC pursued a planning and promotion strategy focused 

on facilitating the transition to a fully integrated, electronic health 

information infrastructure. The federal strategy focused on four major 

initiatives: 

 The development of a credentialing process for EHRs and other 

components of an electronic HIT infrastructure; 

 The development of data standards for Health Information 

Exchange (HIE);  

 The development of technical architecture designs for regional HIE; 

and 

 The development of privacy and security policies for governing 

intra- and inter-state HIEs. 

 

Since the Obama administration, these initiatives have continued to 

be the ONC’s primary focus, but increased funding at the federal level 

has enabled them to administer a number of state and local projects. 

The 2009 HITECH Act included $19.2 billion for HIT; $17.2 billion for 

incentives through Medicare and Medicaid for physicians and 

hospitals, and $2.0 billion for the Secretary of Health and Human 

Services to allocate to HIT infrastructure programs. Texas institutions 

were very successful in competing for these funds and, in recent 

years, have made significant progress towards realizing an 

electronically enabled healthcare infrastructure for the state.  

 

This section will provide an overview of the programs that were 

created in Texas with the support of HITECH and ARRA funds. Then 

we take a closer look at the changes in provider and hospital 

adoption rates and consumer attitudes in this period.  
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Section 2: HIT POLICY  
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ONC’s HIT enabled vision for healthcare 
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ONC’s HITECH funded HIT Education and Workforce Development Programs 
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2.1.3  
 

FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES  

The ONC operates two Federal Advisory Committees 

that are outlined in HITECH. These are the HIT Policy 

Committee and the HIT Standards Committee. The HIT 

Policy Committee makes recommendations to the 

National Coordinator for HIT on the standards, 

implementation specifications, and certification 

criteria in eight specific areas. These areas are:  

 Certification/Adoption  

 Enrollment  

 Governance 

 Information Exchange  

 Meaningful Use  

 Nationwide Health Information Network  

 PCAST Report  

 Privacy and Security Tiger Team  

 Quality Measures 

 Strategic Plan  

 

The HIT Standards Committee is charged with making 

recommendations to the National Coordinator for HIT 

on the policies developed by the HIT Policy 

Committee’s focus areas. The HIT Standards 

Committee also provides for the testing of the 

standards and specifications by the National Institute 

for Standards and Technology (NIST).  
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Office of the National Coordinaotr Organizational Chart 
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THSA Collaborative Policy Development Framework 
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82ND LEGISLATIVE SESSION  

 

 
 

 
SB 1106 recognized that some of the restrictions in state law on information sharing relating to juveniles 
between the governmental entities hamper state and local governments' ability to provide effective services to 
Texas children. The legislation intended to increase information shaving between governmental entities to help 
prevent the duplication of services, improves the quality of services, provides a means to test the effectiveness 
of programs, and lead to better outcomes for Texas children 
 
Under the law, school districts and charter schools are required to disclose information contained in a student's 
educational records to a juvenile service provider if the disclosure is under an interagency agreement. The law 
addresses data retention and confidentiality of these records.  SB 1106 had a similar effect on non-educational 
records by requiring juvenile service providers to disclose to other requesting juvenile service providers a multi-
system youth’s personal health information or history of governmental services   
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Section 3: HIT IN TEXAS  
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Numbers of Enrolled, Live, and Meaningfully Using Providers as of March 2013. 

M1: Enrollment M2: Live on EHR M3: Demonstrate MU

CentrEast 1,000 943 285

Gulf Coast 2,200 1,655 559

North TX 1,498 1,241 649

West TX 933 933 309
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Screen shot of SMART Patient Summary supported by the NCCD.  
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Houston Community College System, Midland Community College, and the Dallas County Community College 
District (in consortium with Temple College and Austin Community College) offer intensive online continuing 
education programs training six (6) Health IT workforce roles designed to be completed in less than six (6) 
months. The training roles include practice workflow and information management redesign specialist, 
clinician/practitioner consultant, implementation 
support specialist, implementation manager, 
technical/software support staff, and trainer.  Upon 
completion of the programs, completers are expected to 
sit for the national competency exam developed by the 
American Health Information Management Association 
(AHIMA). Graduates will find employment with 
healthcare institutions, physician offices, and vendors of 
EHRs.  These training roles were built upon successful 
programs focusing on Associates degrees in Health 
Information Management.  To date the combined 

476 

222 

223 

Houston
Community
College System

Midland
Communty
College

Dallas
Community
College District

Total number of graduates from participating community 
colleges.  
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community college consortia participants have trained more than 900 students. 
 
After the grant term ends, all three colleges will be sustaining the HITECH program, however, required number 
of courses, length of course term, and costs may vary.   
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Section 4: HIE IN TEXAS   
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Map of Local HIE Service Areas 
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Texas HIE Vision: Federated HIEs connect to a thin state layer in order to connect to 

Texas Medicaid, DSHS, eHealth Exchange, and other state level data sources.  
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4.2.1  
 

FIRSTNET EXCHANGE 

 

 

GREATER HOUSTON HEALTHCONNECT 

Founded through the collaboration of the Center for Houston’s Future and the 
Harris County Healthcare Alliance, Greater Houston Healthconnect was launched 
in 2010. The organization was inspired by the vision of Houston area business 
and community leaders to work hand-in-hand with local healthcare providers to 
achieve a decisive gain in community health. Greater Houston Healthconnect was 
developed with the support of numerous organizations and interested individuals, including the area’s major 
healthcare systems and medical schools, along with the Harris County Medical Society.  
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HEALTHCARE ACCESS SAN ANTONIO 
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INTEGRATED CARE COLLABORATION 
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NORTH TEXAS ACCOUNTABLE HEALTHCARE PARTNERSHIP 
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At its core, NTAHP seeks to be the primary driver and champion of healthcare value for the region it serves. It is 
the intent of the NTAHP HIE to facilitate health information exchange services for all interested providers in the 
defined 13-county region.  This includes all licensed hospitals, physicians and mid-level providers. The NTAHP 
HIE capabilities center around a query- based solution that provides clinicians a longitudinal patient health 
record, which includes rapid, secure access to: patient demographics, allergies, lab results, radiology reports, 
medications, problems and procedures, and transcribed documents

 
 

Thanks to 
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the collaborative efforts of NTAHP’s stakeholders, including leading area providers, the 
NTAHP HIE will play a central role in this region’s efforts to lower costs, improve health outcomes, and improve 
the overall health of citizens of North Texas.   
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4.3.8  
In April 2008, the HHSC implemented STAR Health, a statewide medical services delivery model for children in 

foster care. One important component of the program is the Health Passport, a web-based EHR for each child 

that facilitates information sharing and medical services coordination among the child’s healthcare providers, 

the Department of Family and Protective Services  (DFPS) staff, and caregivers. The Passport allows immediate 

access to a child’s basic health records so that care is less likely to be disrupted if a child moves to a new 

placement or location. The Passport is available to authorized users through a secure, password-protected web 

site administered by the STAR Health managed care organization.  
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http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/40-state-of-health-it-in-texas?Itemid=
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ5/html/PLAW-111publ5.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ5/html/PLAW-111publ5.htm
http://www.connectedtx.org/broadband-landscape
http://www.texmed.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=18916&libID=16562
http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/hhsc_projects/oehc/hit-data.shtml
http://www.springer.com/medicine/internal/journal/11606
http://isr.journal.informs.org/
http://isr.journal.informs.org/
http://www.ajpmonline.org/
http://www.ajpmonline.org/
http://www.nursingoutlook.org/
http://www.nursingoutlook.org/
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/index.html?redirect=/ehrincentiveprograms/
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/beacon-community-program
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/state-health-information-exchange
http://www.healthit.gov/providers-professionals/regional-extension-centers-recs
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/strategic-health-it-advanced-research-projects-sharp
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/community-college-consortia
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/curriculum-development-centers
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/program-assistance-university-based-training
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/competency-examination-program
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/health-it-policy-committee
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/health-it-standards-committee
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/certification-programs-policy
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/meaningful-use
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/privacy-security-policy
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/federal-advisory-committees-facas/enrollment
http://healthewayinc.org/index.php/exchange
http://www.hhs.state.tx.us/news/circulars/C-032.shtml
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http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB01066F.htm
http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/hhsc_projects/oehc/ehealth.shtml
http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/about_hhsc/AdvisoryCommittees/HIE.asp
http://www.hietexas.org/
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/521-2012-annual-report-2?Itemid
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/556-financial-audit-for-the-year-ended-september-30-2012?Itemid
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/9-texas-hie-options?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/state-level-shared-services/interoperability-guidance
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/49-state-level-trust-agreement?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/48-model-baa?Itemid=
http://www.law.uh.edu/healthlaw/
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/28-implementing-privacy-and-security-standards-in-electronic-health-information-exchange?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/28-implementing-privacy-and-security-standards-in-electronic-health-information-exchange?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/29-recommendations-for-texas-health-information-trust-agreements?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/561-exchange-of-minor-s-health-information?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/564-exchange-of-substance-abuse-treatment-records?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/563-exchange-of-sensitive-information-hiv-aids-stds?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/30-consent-options-for-hie-in-texas?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/31-primer-medical-information-privacy-protections-in-texas?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/collaborative-process/overview
http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/1115-waiver.shtml
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/HB01218F.htm
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/HB00300F.htm
http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=3&ti=1&pt=15
https://www.oag.state.tx.us/consumer/hipaa.shtml
https://www.oag.state.tx.us/consumer/hipaa.shtml
https://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/pdfs/hb300_auth_form.pdf
https://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/pdfs/hb300_auth_form.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/html/SB01106F.htm
http://thiec.org/
http://www.txeha.org/index.php
http://www.himss.org/
http://www.austinhimss.org/
http://www.dfwhimss.org/
http://sahimss.org/
http://www.himsssct.org/
http://www.texmed.org/HIT/
http://www.tha.org/HealthCareProviders/Issues/HealthInformationTe0993/
http://www.tachc.org/
http://www.tahp.org/
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http://www.torchnet.org/
http://www.tmhp.com/Pages/HealthIT/HIT_EHR.aspx
http://www.texasehrincentives.com/
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/meaningful-use-resources
http://www.healthit.gov/providers-professionals/regional-extension-centers-recs
http://www.wtxhitrec.org/
http://centreastrec.org/
http://www.uthouston.edu/gcrec/
http://www.ntrec.org/
http://www.lscctx.org/
http://www.tachc.org/
http://www.communicaresa.org/
http://www.uth.tmc.edu/schools/med/imed/patient_safety/projects/cognitive-informatics.html
http://healthit.hhs.gov/sharp
http://www.uthouston.edu/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22195147
http://pure-hit.health.txstate.edu/
http://www.biosci.utexas.edu/healthit/
http://www.uthouston.edu/sbmi/prospective-students/
http://www.uthouston.edu/sbmi/prospective-students/
http://www.health.txstate.edu/him/TxHIT-workforce/reports.html
http://www.health.txstate.edu/him/TxHIT-workforce/news/contentParagraph/03/document/TexasHITEmployerNeedsAssessment_RELEASED_03302012.pdf
http://www.health.txstate.edu/him/TxHIT-workforce/news/contentParagraph/03/document/TexasHITEmployerNeedsAssessment_RELEASED_03302012.pdf
http://www.health.txstate.edu/him/TxHIT-workforce/reports/contentParagraph/02/document/Long-term+HIT+Educational+Plan+FINAL_2+07022012.pdf
http://www.health.txstate.edu/him/TxHIT-workforce.html
http://www.hccs.edu/portal/site/hccs
http://www.midland.edu/students/academics/health_information_technology.php
http://www.dcccd.edu/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.chotnsf.org/
http://www.healthit.gov/policy-researchers-implementers/state-health-information-exchange
http://hietexas.org/component/docman/doc_download/10-texas-hie-strategic-and-operational-plans-approved-by-onc?Itemid=
http://hietexas.org/local-hies/overview
http://hietexas.org/local-hies/hie-service-areas-and-info
http://hietexas.org/white-space/overview
http://hietexas.org/white-space/additional-white-space-information
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http://hietexas.org/state-level-shared-services/overview
http://hietexas.org/local-hies/local-hies
http://hietexas.org/local-hies/hie-service-areas-and-info/firstnet-exchange
http://hietexas.org/local-hies/hie-service-areas-and-info/greater-houston-healthconnect
http://www.hinstx.org/
http://hipset.org/
http://www.hasatx.org/
http://www.ihealthtrust.org/
http://www.icc-centex.org/
http://ntahp.org/
http://www.pdnhie.org/
http://www.rgvhie.org/
http://hietexas.org/local-hies/hie-service-areas-and-info/rio-one-network
http://www.seths.info/
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/immunize/immtrac/
http://www.fostercaretx.com/health-passport/
http://www.fcc.gov/document/healthcare-connect-fund-fact-sheet
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