BEI Advisory Meeting Minutes

November 4, 2011

Brown-Heatly Building, Room 3501

A. Call to Order – 10:31 a.m. by Allison Randolph, BEI Chair.

B. Roll Call

Barbara Lazard, DARS Legal Counsel

Sharon Hill, 
Dr. Marcus Myers

Dan Diffee

Dr. Cynthia Sturkie

David Myers, DHHS Director
Roger Brown

Allison Randolph

Angela Bryant, BEI Staff

Connie Sefcik-Kennedy, BEI Staff

Yolanda Chavira, Staff Interpreter

Trey McKnight, Interpreter

Kristin Lund is absent

C. Public Comment – None given.

D. Approval of Minutes – September 16, 2011

Dr. Marcus Myers requested amendment of the minutes to show his name as present for the roll call for the September 16th meeting. Roger Brown moved to approve the minutes as amended. Dr. Myers seconded. Motion passed.

E. Reports

E. 1. Chairperson’s Report

Allison Randolph expressed excitement about DHHS and the University of Arizona being awarded funding for the development of new Deaf Interpreters tests. 
E. 2. BEI Staff Report

The BEI report was submitted by Angela Bryant through handouts. Additional information was provided:
· David Myers, Connie Sefcik-Kennedy and Angela Bryant met with Roberto Sandoval, the TSID Conference Chair, about the TSID Conference and discussed plans for BEI activities. An update will be given after the TSID program is finalized. 

· Angela will proctor the TEP at North Harris College (NHC) on November 22 to approximately 40 candidates; 30 from Houston Community College (HCC) and 10 from NHC. Sharon Hill volunteered to assist with proctoring the TEP. Connie will proctor the TEP at San Antonio College in December. 

· Informed board to expect a period of transition for implementing the new education requirement. 
· David Myers added that another state is interested in the BEI. Roger Brown was familiar with the state and explained that they previously used the Kansas QA system and are now looking for a system like the BEI.  
· Connie reported that she is making progress with printing the plastic cards. It has been a lengthy process, but soon we will be able to print card like RID. It will have the annual due date, effective date, certificate number and on the back of the card it will have contact information for filing a complaint, etc. 

F. 1. New Business – Proposal Submitted by Dr. David Quinto-Pozos
Dr. Quinto-Pozos submitted a proposal for acceptance of research hours for BEI CEUs for qualified interpreters. Dr. Sturkie having been a grad student understood the rationale for the request, but cautioned that an interpreter could easily fulfill the CEUs requirements doing this type of research. This research is suitable for satisfying the BEI general CEUs requirement. 
Sharon Hill moved to accept the research proposal with a maximum of 20 hours of CEUs to be awarded per five-year cycle. Dr. Sturkie seconded. Motion passed. 
F. 2. Amendment to TAC, Chapter 109 Rules Review  

Input from the BEI board members was solicited in preparation for the DARS Rules Review of Chapter 109. On page 2, Allison Randolph questioned the use of the term hearing impaired. She suggested being consistent throughout the rules. There was discussion about what to call the intermediary test. Allison prefers “deaf interpreter” instead of deaf intermediary interpreter; deaf interpreter alone may not be sufficient.  
Page 3, discussed definition for licensing agreement. Barbara Lazard suggested “contract agreement between DARS and other states that are authorized by DARS to administer the BEI testing.”  

Dan Diffee recommended adding a definition for SEE, Signing Exact English since there is a definition for MSS. Dan will send a definition to Angela to be added. Barbara pointed out that the rules for Court certification using deaf and hard of hearing.

Page 7, Section 109.223 Provisional Certificate, there was discussion about this since there isn’t a policy to address issuing a provisional certificate. Barbara Lazard explained that by statute a provisional certification may be issued. Roger Brown suggested using the term conversion instead of reciprocal. Barbara Lazard clarified that we will recognize another certification.  Dr. Sturkie asked if a person certified a year ago and then moved to TX. When they certified there was not an education requirement; will that individual be grandfathered? Angela Bryant responded that the same exemption allowed for TX BEI interpreters the same will apply to a person from out of state who held certification prior to January 1, 2012. The members were in agreement. Sharon Hill raised a question about how DHHS will verify if a person requesting provisional certification was in good standing. Angela Bryant responded that contact will be made with the certifying body to confirm the applicants’ status, history, etc.
Page 9, discussion about Section 109.228, Qualifications and Requirements for BEI Certificate or Certification
Allison Randolph raised the issue of removing the high school diploma requirement, because some high school students earn if you have to have 30 or 60 hours of college credit so they may have the hours before graduating. All members agreed to leave the high school diploma requirement.

Sharon Hill stated that the second part of this rule is confusing for those who are currently certified because of the sentence “to be awarded or continue to hold”.  Barbara Lazard states that there needs to be a provision to hold BEI certification. Sharon Hill suggested separating to have a section to apply and to be awarded then the next section be related to holding certification? Barbara Lazard explained the importance of listing the requirements for holding certification. It was suggested to add a section that addresses exemptions for current certificate holders. 

Page 10, need to move this section related to court certification to the subchapter for court certification. 
Page 11, Section 109.227, related to Certificate Renewal, Barbara Lazard suggested adding a subchapter to prohibit a person who has a pending disciplinary action from being able to renew. 

Page 12, Section 109.231, related to Disciplinary Actions, David Myers suggested amending (b) (3) to read “probation of a certification” and delete (5). Barbara Lazard clarified that probation is more serious than a reprimand.  

David Myers asked if there is a requirement for trilingual interpreters to have an associate degree. Angela Bryant explained that a degree will not be required if the person is already certified, then they are grandfathered. However, if a trilingual applicant isn’t certified then the individual will be required to meet the eligibility requirements for certification.

F. 3. Discussion Regarding Expired/Reinstated Certificates

Angela Bryant provided an update regarding some changes staff made internally to address the issue of not showing lapsed periods of certification on BEI certificate cards. When a certificate expires and is renewed late, staff now changes the effective date in the database to show the date the fee was received. This change appears on the certificate card when printed. Staff will continue to explore other options, but this minor adjustment is sufficient for the time being. 

G. Old Business – Discussion and Recommended Revisions to Situations and Recommended Interpreter Certification Levels

After some discussion it was determined that more time to thoroughly review and revise this document is required. The members approved the minor revisions proposed for the website. Angela Bryant will make minor revisions to the website and the board will revisit this item at a later date. 

Before the meeting adjourned Angela conveyed a heartfelt farewell to David Myers who was attending his last BEI board meeting before retiring in December. Angela expressed appreciation for David’s support and leadership over the past 18 years. David expressed his pleasure working with everyone and learning so much about the interpreting profession. He is proud of all that has been accomplished over the years. Barbara Lazard extended well wishes and stated her pleasure working with David as well. David praised Barbara for the excellent support she has provided to DHHS and the BEI. 
H. Next Meeting

The next proposed meeting is March 2, 2012.

J. Meeting adjourned at 1:11 p.m.
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