1115 Waiver Resources: HITECH Funding for Hospitals


Texas hospitals may qualify for HITECH funding under two programs:  

· Electronic Health Record (EHR) Incentive Program – The Medicaid and Medicare EHR Incentive Programs provide incentive payments to eligible professionals, eligible hospitals, and critical access hospitals (CAHs) as they adopt, implement, or upgrade, and demonstrate meaningful use of, certified EHR technology. Hospitals may be eligible for both Medicaid and Medicare EHR incentive programs if they meet program criteria.

· Regional Extension Center (REC) Support Services – Four Texas Regional Extension Centers (RECs) received funding to assist eligible critical access and rural hospitals with fewer than 50 beds in selecting and implementing certified EHR systems.  
Below is a more detailed description of each program.  For specific questions about the Texas Medicaid EHR Incentive program, please call 1-800-925-9126, Option 4 or email HealthIT@tmhp.com. For specific questions about the Regional Extension Center support services, please refer to http://www.txrecs.org.   

1. Electronic Health Record (EHR) Incentive Program 

Eligible health care providers and hospitals have the opportunity to receive significant incentive payments for adoption and meaningful use of certified EHR technology.    

Some hospitals may be eligible for both the Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Programs. The Medicare EHR Incentive Program is administered by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).  The Medicaid EHR Incentive Program is administered by the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). 

Medicaid EHR Incentive Program

Under the Medicaid EHR Incentive Program, eligible professionals, eligible hospitals, and CAHs are simply required to adopt, implement, or upgrade (AIU) to certified EHR technology in their first year of participation.  In subsequent years, they must demonstrate meaningful use.

The last year a Medicaid eligible hospital may begin the program is 2016.  Because the hospital program is 3 years total, the last year of participation for hospitals is 2018.  Hospital payments are based on a number of factors, beginning with a $2 million base payment.

Eligible hospitals in the Medicaid EHR program include the following: 

· Acute Care hospitals 

· Cancer hospitals  

· Critical Access hospitals 

· Children’s hospitals 

For acute care hospitals, the following requirements must be met: 

· Minimum Medicaid patient volume of 10 percent. 

· CMS certification number (CCN) with the last 4 digits of 0001-0879 or 1300-1399. 

· Must have an average length of patient stay of 25 days or shorter. 

For children’s hospitals, the following requirements must be met: 

· CCN with the last 4 digits of 3300-3399. 

· No minimum patient volume threshold for children’s hospitals. 

For more information about the Medicare and Medicaid EHR incentive program eligibility, please refer to: http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Eligibility.html#BOOKMARK2
For instructions on how to register for the Medicaid EHR incentive program, once eligibility is determined, please refer to: http://www.tmhp.com/TMHP_File_Library/HealthIT/Prerequisite%20checklist%20for%20EHR%20enrollment.pdf
2. Regional Extension Centers support adoption of EHRs for Critical Access and Rural Hospitals

Regional Extension Centers (RECs) received funding to assist eligible critical access and rural hospitals with fewer than 50 beds in selecting and implementing certified EHR systems.  This funding is aimed specifically at assisting critical access and rural hospitals with their particular needs and challenges. It will provide assistance to health care providers throughout Texas as they transition to EHRs. By converting to certified EHR technology, these facilities can qualify for substantial EHR incentive payments from Medicare and/or Medicaid (see description above).
Please contact the Regional Extension Center in your area to learn whether funding is available for your hospital.  You may look up which REC serves hospitals in your zip code at http://www.txrecs.org or contact them directly at:

CentrEast Regional Extension Center

 http://www.centreastrec.org
Texas A&M HSC Clinical Building 1
8441 State Highway 47, Suite 3200
Bryan, Texas 77807

979.436.0390

centreastrec@tamhsc.edu
Gulf Coast Regional Extension Center

http://www.uthouston.edu/gcrec/index.htm
7000 Fannin, Suite UCT 600
Houston, TX 77030
713.500.3479
GCREC@uth.tmc.edu
North Texas Regional Extension Center

http://www.ntrec.org/default.aspx
250 Decker Drive
Irving, Texas 75062
Phone: 469.648.5140

Information@ntrec.org
West Texas Health Information Technology Regional Extension Center

http://www.wtxhitrec.org/
4430 S. Loop 289, Suite 300

Lubbock, TX 79414

806.743.7960

info@wtxhitrec.org
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